
Slide Template for Reporting to Facility 
Administration 
User Guide 
 
These template slides have been prepared as an example of an 
antimicrobial stewardship program (ASP) can use antimicrobial use 
(AU) data in routine reports to senior hospital leadership. Reporting 
to leadership at least annually is recommended and included in 
the REPORTING element of the CDC Core Elements of Hospital 
Antibiotic Stewardship Programs.  These template slides should 
be considered a minimum set of information to provide to 
hospital leadership and should be supplemented, where 
appropriate, with information on facility-specific interventions 
and outcomes. 
 
Slide 1- Title Slide- Please update with the name of the facility and 
the name(s) of the stewardship leader(s) for the facility.  Some ASP 
programs have an internal acronym or logo.  It is always best to use this 
for your slide presentation template where possible. 
 
Slide 2- Definition of Antimicrobial Stewardship-  This slide is a quote taken from the CDC Core 
Elements Document.  It is always important to re-introduce stewardship to the leadership group.  If 
there are facility-specific program objectives, missions and/or goals statements, these should be 
substituted here. 
 
Slide 3- Comparative SAAR Values for Hospitals within a GROUP using the Group functionality within 
NHSN 
 
Please note, for this example, we have blinded the names of other facilities in 
our Group within NHSN.  Blinding of the facility identity should be discussed 
with group members before any facility-specific data are shared. 
 
To create graphs comparing SAAR data from your facility to others within an 
NHSN group, you will use the Targeted Assessment for Stewardship (TAS) 
Reports in the Antimicrobial Uses and Resistance Module tab in the Analysis 
section of NHSN (Figure 1). 
 
There are three Group level reports included here.  These are discussed in 
more detail in the NHSN Quick Reference Guide: TAS Report- Group-level.  
For this example, we use the report for Adult SAAR Types- Group and 
Facility, but as you can see similar reports are available for pediatric and 
neonatal SAAR data.   
 
To create graphs, we will manipulate Excel output from the standard NHSN 
report.  Therefore, the only modification you need to the existing report is to change the format to XLS. 

Figure 1: NHSN Analysis Options 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/healthcare/pdfs/hospital-core-elements-H.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/healthcare/pdfs/hospital-core-elements-H.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ps-analysis-resources/tas/group-level-508.pdf


(Figure2)  From there you select Run and the Excel file should appear in your downloads folder on your 
computer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To prepare a graph from the NHSN Excel Output, you scroll to the data section of interest in the Excel 
output.  In this case, it is the second area of output in the file. (The first area gives the SAAR category 
rankings for the total of all hospitals in the group, the second area gives the SAAR data for each facility in 
the group for the ALL SAAR category). 
 
To quickly create a graph, you highlight the columns you would like to include, in this case it is the 
facility name (or the code we have assigned in this blinded example) and the SAAR (Figure 3).  You can 
select non-adjacent rows by holding down the control key when making your selection.  Then you go to 
insert and select the chart type you desire from your dropdown 
 

 
Figure 3: Creating a Graph from NHSN Excel Output 

 
The graph you get as a result will not be sorted by SAAR value.  Sorting by the SAAR value for all of the 
facilities allows for quick visual interpretation of where your facility ranks compared to the others in 

Figure 2: TAS Report Modification for Excel Export 



your group.  The graph can easily be sorted this way.  In this case, you select all of the data in this 
section of the Excel File (See shaded area in Figure 4).  Then select Sort & Filter from the Excel top 
banner.  In the pop up indicate to sort by the SAAR value. 
 

 
Figure 4: Unsorted Graph Output 

 
When you do, the graph will convert to this (Figure 5): 
 

 
Figure 5: Sorted Graph 

 
From here, you can manipulate the graph using traditional Excel functionality. 
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An external benchmark is also useful in these sorts of data displays.  This can be accessed using data 
from CDC Antibiotic Resistance & Patient Safety Portal, Antibiotic Use and Stewardship Module. 
 
For State Specific Data: In the Antibiotic Resistance & Patient Safety Portal, you can select the option for 
Inpatient Antibiotic use and scroll down to the graphic entitled: SAAR Data by State Map.  You can hover 
over your state (in our example case we use North Carolina) to see the 50th percentile SAAR.  In this 
case, all antibacterial agents for adult units is selected. (Figure 6: Antibiotic Resistance & Patient Safety 
Portal screen shot showing how to identify state-specific benchmark). 
 

 
Figure 6:Antibiotic Resistance & Patient Safety Portal screen shot showing how to identify state-specific benchmark 

 In our final graphic (Figure 7), we have added a benchmark line for the 50th percentile SAAR for North 
Carolina for reference. 
 

https://arpsp.cdc.gov/profile/antibiotic-use?tab=antibiotic-use


 
Figure 7: Final Figure 

Similar steps can be followed for specific SAAR types by using the rest of the data downloaded with the 
Adult SAAR Types- Group and Facility report used for the All Antimicrobials graphic.  If you continue to 
scroll you will have data for the broad spectrum antibacterial agents predominantly used for hospital-
onset infections (Figure 8). 

 
Figure 8: Broad Spectrum Antibacterial Agents for Hospital-Onset Infections 
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Using data from the Antibiotic Resistance & Patient Safety Portal (Figure 9) set for the BSHO SAAR 
category and adult population, you find your new benchmark for this graph (Figure 10). 
 

 
Figure 9: Antibiotic Resistance & Patient Safety Portal screen shot showing how to identify state-specific benchmark set to BSHO 
Adult Units 

 
Figure 10: Broad Spectrum Antibacterial Agents for Hospital-Onset Infections with Benchmark 
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